Bodhisattva Through the Ages

Sri Ramakrishna provides some useful definitions :
"He who liberates others is an Incarnation of God."

The scriptures speak of ten,   of twenty-four,   and  also   of"
innumerable Incarnations.137

"An Incarnation of God or one born with some of the=
characteristics of an Incarnation is called an Isvarakoii. An
ordinary man is called a jiva or jivakoti, who can realize God,
but after samadhi cannot come back to the plane of relative-
consciousness."138

**A jivakoti is  like  a  petty  officer.   He can enter some of"
the rooms of the palace; that is his limit. The   Isvarakoti is like
the King's son.    He has the keys to all the rooms of the seven-
storey palace; he can climb to all  the  seven  floors  and  come:
down at will."139

"The ego of the Incarnations and other IsVarakotis is like-
the wall with a hole. Though they remain on this side of the
wall, still they can see the endless meadow on the other side.
That is to say, though they have a human body, they are always
united with God.... Though established in Sarcadhi, they can
again descend to the worldly plane."140

The idea of an  Incarnation or  Isvarakoti   or a Buddha
capable  of regaining his  identity even after communion with
the Absolute (nirvikalpa samadhi)  is  crucially  important.    Srb
Ramakrishna emphatically asserted the above view :

137. Ibid., Vol 2, p, 850. Thus the 'number* of Incarnations is a
matter of insignificant theological debate. An Incamatioa like
the Buddha might not accept, out of modesty, that they came to-
'liberate others.'

13*. Ibid., Vol 2, p. 749.

139.  Ibid.,   pp.  749-750.    A jivakoti  is   an  Arhat   in the   Buddhist-
terminology and an Isvarakoti a Bodhisattva God.

140.  Ibid., p.  760.